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PREFACE 
 
This document has been prepared by the City of San José as the Lead Agency in conformance with 
the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the CEQA Guidelines.  The purpose of this 
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) is to inform decision makers and the general public of the 
environmental effects of a proposed project.   
 
The Notice of Preparation (NOP) indicates that the Coyote Valley Specific Plan Project EIR will 
focus on the following subject areas:  land use, drainage and water quality, transportation and traffic, 
air quality, noise, biological resources and cumulative impacts.  The EIR will also discuss hazardous 
materials, geology and soils, visual resources, cultural resources, utilities, public services, and 
energy.  The Notice of Preparation was circulated for public comment for a 30-day period, from June 
16 to July 17, 2006.  The NOP and responses to the NOP received by the City are also presented in 
Appendix A of this EIR.   
 
In accordance with CEQA, an EIR provides objective information regarding the environmental 
consequences of the proposed project, both to the decision makers who will be considering and 
reviewing the proposed project, and to the general public.   
 
The following guidelines are included in CEQA to clarify the role of an EIR: 
 

§15121(a).  Informational Document.  An EIR is an informational document, which will 
inform public agency decision makers, and the public of the significant environmental effects 
of a project, identify possible ways to minimize the significant effects, and describe 
reasonable alternatives to the project.  The public agency shall consider the information in the 
EIR, along with other information which may be presented to the agency.   
 
§15145. Speculation.  If, after thorough investigation, a Lead Agency finds that a particular 
impact is too speculative for evaluation, the agency should note its conclusion and terminate 
discussion of the impact.   
 
§15146.  Degree of Specificity.  The degree of specificity required in an EIR will correspond 
to the degree of specificity involved in the underlying activity which is described in the EIR.   
 

(a) An EIR on a construction project will necessarily be more detailed in the 
specific effects of a project than will an EIR on the adoption of a local general plan or 
comprehensive zoning ordinance because the effects of the construction can be 
predicted with greater accuracy.   
 
(b) An EIR on a project such as the adoption or amendment of a comprehensive 
zoning ordinance or local general plan should focus on the secondary effects that can 
be expected to follow from the adoption or amendment, but the EIR need not be as 
detailed as an EIR on the specific construction project that might follow.    
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§15151.  Standards for Adequacy of an EIR.  An EIR should be prepared with a sufficient 
degree of analysis to provide decision makers with information which enables them to make 
a decision which intelligently considers environmental consequences.  An evaluation of the 
environmental effects of the proposed project need not be exhaustive, but the sufficiency of 
an EIR is to be reviewed in light of what is reasonably feasible.  Disagreement among experts 
does not make an EIR inadequate, but the EIR should summarize the main points of 
disagreement among the experts.  The courts have looked not for perfection, but for 
adequacy, completeness, and a good-faith effort at full disclosure.   

 
Copies of all documents referred to in this EIR, including the appendices to the technical reports, are 
available for review at the City of San José, Department of Planning, Building, and Code 
Enforcement, located at 200 East Santa Clara Street, 3rd Floor, San José, California during normal 
business hours.   
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